
Mills High School 

Algebra Support 2018-19 Syllabus // Mr. Headley 

Contact information: 

Room 304 

nheadley@smuhsd.org (preferred method) 

Office hours: See the board in the back to sign up for tutoring times 

 

MHS Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

 

● Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

● Positive contributors to the community 

● Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

● Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

 

"Mathematics is for human flourishing." 
- Francis Su, President of the Mathematical Association of America 

 

Welcome to Algebra Support! This class is designed to help you be successful in Algebra 1.  Ms. Loi and I, in this class, will 

help you complete homework, take notes effectively for Math, give you challenging math problems not seen in the regular 

Algebra Class, help you learn to process new Math concepts better and prepare for exams.  

 

Classroom Norms and Expectations 

❏ Believe in yourself. It changes what you can do! 

❏ Listen to, build on, and respect the ideas of others 

❏ Play your team role  

❏ Ask for help and offer help 

❏ Your peers are your best resources 

❏ Everyone can learn math to high levels 

❏ Confusion is an essential part of learning 

❏ Depth is more important than speed 

 

The textbook we use is called Core Connections Algebra, and you will have access to both a digital 

and a hard copy of the book. This is the book we will use for the majority of homework 

assignments. 

 

Access Instructions :_____________________________ 

 

Classwork 

● There is no homework in this class that is just for this class. You may be given work to be  

done outside of this class but only as it relates to your progress in Algebra. Your most 

important action in this class is to be in this class, on time and work. 

● The important parts of this class are the actions that happen in class. 

 

Classwork 

Classwork is the most important part of being successful in this class. Working in your groups is where you will learn the 

major concepts of this class. This may be different than what you’re used to. I will not teach you a procedure and then have 

you practice; instead, you will explore new ideas guided by me, your instructor, in a way that helps you learn best.  It may 

even feel uncomfortable. But I ask that you trust in the process (backed by research), and work through the process.  

 

District Homework Policy  

SMUHSD HW Polilcy 

 

 

mailto:nheadley@smuhsd.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwkSurJuY6q3WjdVZktaZHZkczIwZDBQaGgyZ3NQUDlHUFY0/view


Grading: 
The grading for this class all revolves around the work you do in class and being present.  If you aren't here, for an excused 

reason, or are tardy, you are responsible for making up the work missed. 

 

Absences 

Being absent in my class is difficult, because you will miss the classwork that is crucial to your learning. That said, I 

understand that absences happen. If you are absent, feel free to contact me and/or look at Canvas to see what you missed. 

To the best of my ability, I will update Canvas to show what we did in class and link resources that could help you catch up. 

In the end, though, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  

 

Late Work 

Even if you are not absent, life happens, and you may have extenuating circumstances that prevent you from turning in an 

assignment on time. In this case, it is essential that you email me as soon as you know the assignment is going to be late 

(in other words, not that day in class when you don’t have it). I can be very reasonable as long as you communicate. When 

in doubt, communicate, communicate, communicate! 

 

Supplies 

Each student will receive a graph-ruled composition notebook. In addition, students are required to have the following 

supplies:  

● Pencil and Eraser 

● Paper (graph) 

● Ruler 

● Binder with 3 dividers 

● Scientific Calculator  

→ TI-30XS Multiview or TI-30XIIS 

If you have issues getting any of the above supplies, you may talk to me after class or set up a time to meet privately, and I 

will do my best to get you what you need.  

 

Topics Covered 

Lines of Best Fit 

Linear Relationships 

Functions and Notation 

Solving Linear Equations 

Simplifying Equations 

Problem Solving 

 

Extra Help 

If you want extra help, please check the board in the back of the class and SIGN UP for a time and topic.  I will try to block 

off time when I'm not available.  Signing up lets me know that you'll be there and that I should be there instead of 

appreciating nature and coffee. 

 

History of Mathematics: This is a pretty good, 

comprehensive site showing how mathematics has 

grown over time and geography. 

History of Mathematics 
 
 
AMC 10 

Problems 

https://www.storyofmathematics.com/mathematicians.html
https://artofproblemsolving.com/wiki/index.php?title=2018_AMC_10A_Problems

